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WHAT TO KNOW
• Date & times

• Ceremony & reception addresses

• Directions

• Hotel accommodations

• Meal choices (if applicable)

• Hosts (parents, couple, combination)

• Do you want templated styles  
 or custom design?

• Special graphics, custom artwork,  
 personalized wording; if desired

• Ideas, mood board, color palette

• Quantity needed (Number of guests  
 does not equal number of invitations,  
 as couples and families are counted  
 as one.)

• How much postage will be needed?  
 (Depends on size of envelope or other  
 packaging; and don’t forget return  
 postage on rsvp card.)

• Who will assemble & address the  
 envelopes?

• Are calligraphy services desired?

• How will you keep track of RSVPs?

Invitations set the tone for the wedding, as they give the first impression of your 
special day. Stationers have the expertise to help with design ideas, paper selection, 
printing techniques, wording, and suggestions for other coordinating paper goods. 
Ordering all paper goods up front can help save you money, so be sure to consider 
save-the-dates, programs, menus, place cards, signs, and thank you notes. 

TIMING

9-12 MONTHS BEFORE:  

Begin save the date design concept 
and compile guests’ addresses.

8-11 MONTHS BEFORE: 

Mail save the dates.

5-6 MONTHS BEFORE: 

Meet the stationer to determine style 
and color options, place order, and 
begin proofing process.

3 MONTHS BEFORE:  

Address wedding invitations.

8 WEEKS BEFORE:  

Mail invitations so people have enough 
time to make travel arrangements 
and plan their  schedules accordingly, 
particularly during a busy summer 
season.

6-8 WEEKS BEFORE:

Decide on programs, menus, escort 
cards, favors, and any other signage 
or day-of accessories.

3-4 WEEKS BEFORE:

Finalize orders for programs and 
day-of wedding accessories.

AFTER THE WEDDING:

Send thank you cards in a timely 
manner, giving special thanks to 
those who were special attendants 
and for those who traveled to 
celebrate your day.

See the worksheet section  
in this guide for stationery  

wording samples and a  
checklist of stationery items.
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B E A U T I F U L .      E L E G A N T .      U N D E R S T A T E D .

info@sugarpeardesign.com   •   608.288.8976 
sugarpeardesign.com

consultations by appointment

SPECIALIZING IN THE DESIGN OF BESPOKE 
INVITATIONS, ANNOUNCEMENTS & SOCIAL STATIONERY

Also offering foil & metallic inks, laser-cutting, letterpress printed stationery & bilingual wording.
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CUSTOM WEDDING & CELEBRATION THEMES
Personalized Wedding Stationery, Party Supplies, Gifts & Favors

CELEBRATECHAOS.COM | INFO@CELEBRATECHAOS.COM | 608.469.5332
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Your style, from start to f inish.
lkbridalstudio.com  |  608-768-0092  |  

Invitations & Photography

608.798.0427   
sugarriverstationers.com    

info@sugarriverstationers.com    
studio hours by appointment 

 

Uniting art and invitation
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LETTERPRESS

An old-fashioned technique where inked 
letters are pushed into the paper, creating 
an indented effect.

OFFSET LITHOGRAPHY

A flat style of printing that rolls a rubber 
cylinder with an inked impression onto 
the paper. The printing is smooth and one 
of the least expensive.

THERMOGRAPHY

A technique where ink and a powder 
compound are heated to produce raised 
letters that mimic the appearance of 
engraving without the cost. 

 
DIGITAL

A flat style of printing similar to your home  
printer, but with higher quality inks and 
greater precision. This less traditional 
technique works well for invitations with  
photographs and is one of the least expensive.

EMBOSSING

An inkless process where paper is pressed  
between two heated metal dies, creating 
a raised impression.

ENGRAVED

The most formal and expensive of printing 
techniques, wherein a letter or design 
is etched onto a metal plate and inked. 
Paper is then pressed onto the etching 
using two tons of pressure.

FOIL STAMPING

An inkless technique that uses a die and 
heat to press and transfer foil onto paper, 
creating an indented, metallic effect. 

PRINTING TECHNIQUES 

Sarah B.
Personalized Design Studio

Bespoke Invitations & Stationery
Consultations by Appointment

608-695-6818
www.sarahbgirls.comInspirational designs can 

be found on wedplan.com
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